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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Samuel Lee on 03/14/2012. 

Amend claims 1 , 16-1 8, 29, 46 and 59 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of adding a client as a member of a hub network 

which includes a plurality of devices, comprising: 

detecting a client newly connected to the hub network by a server, 

wherein the server periodically polls the plurality of devices for the client; 

authenticating the client to determine an identity of the client; 

authorizing the client to determine that the client is a compliant device that operates 

according to rules defined for the hub network, 
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wherein the compliant device enables a user to present, move, and copy content data to 
be controlled to reflect guidelines of licenses of the content data set for a licensing 
authority, and 

wherein the client sends a message to the plurality of devices on the hub network 
indicating that the client is now connected to the hub network; 
adding the client as a member in the hub network when it is determined that the client 
has been detected, authenticated, authorized, and is in a local environment of the 
server; and 

providing licenses for the content data bound to the hub network to members of the hub 
network 

wherein a source version of the content data is stored on the server, and copies of the 
source versions are stored on the compliant device as sub-copy versions; 
comparing a device count of members in said hub network with a member device limit; 
confirming said device count by contacting an external device registration server; 
sending a device add request to said device registration server; 
receiving a device add permission from said device registration server; 
wherein said device add request includes said device count; 

wherein the device registration server sends the device add permission to add the client 
as a member if the client has not been added as a member in any other hub network . 



16. (Canceled) 

17. (Canceled) 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) A method of adding a client as a member of a hub network 
which includes a plurality of devices, comprising: 

periodically polling the plurality of devices of the hub network by a server for a client 
newly connected to the hub network so that the client can be detected by the server; 
sending identification information from said client to said server to authenticate the 
client; 

sending a compliance confirmation from the client to the server that confirms the client 
is a compliant device that operates according to rules defined for the hub network, 
wherein the compliant device enables a user to present, move, and copy content data to 
be controlled to reflect guidelines of licenses of the content data set for a licensing 
authority, and 

wherein the client sends a message to the plurality of devices on the hub network 

indicating that the client is now connected to the hub network; 

receiving an add confirmation at the client from the server indicating that the client has 

been added as a member in the hub network as the client has been detected, 

authenticated, confirmed compliant, and is in a local environment of the server; and 

providing licenses for the content data bound to the hub network to members of the hub 

network, 

wherein a source version of the content data is stored on the server, and copies of 
source versions are stored on the compliant device as sub-copy versions; 
comparing a device count of members in said hub network with a member device limit; 
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confirming said device count by contacting an external device registration server: 
sending a device add request to said device registration server: 
receiving a device add permission from said device registration server: 
wherein said device add request includes said device count: 

wherein the device registration server sends the device add permission to add the client 
as a member if the client has not been added as a member in any other hub network . 

29. (Currently Amended) A method of adding a client as a member of a hub network 
which includes a plurality of devices, comprising: 

periodically polling the plurality of devices of the hub network by a server for a 
client newly connected to the hub network through an intermediary device connected to 
said server so that the client can be detected by the server; 

sending identification information from said client to said server through said 
intermediary device to authenticate the client; 

sending a compliance confirmation from the client to the server through the 
intermediary device that confirms the client is a compliant device that operates 
according to rules defined for the hub network; 

wherein the compliant device enables a user to present, move, and copy content 
data to be controlled to reflect guidelines of licenses of the content data set for a 
licensing authority; and 

wherein the client sends a message to the plurality of devices on the hub network 
indicating that the client is now connected to the hub network; 
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receiving an add confirmation at said client from said server through said 
intermediary device indicating that the client has been added as a member in said hub 
network as the client has been detected, authenticated, confirmed compliant, and is in a 
local environment of the server; and 

providing licenses for the content data bound to the hub network members of the 
hub network; 

wherein a source version of the content data is stored on the server, and copies of the 
source versions are stored on the compliant device as sub-copy versions; 
comparing a device count of members in said hub network with a member device limit; 
confirming said device count by contacting an external device registration server; 
sending a device add request to said device registration server; 
receiving a device add permission from said device registration server; 
wherein said device add request includes said device count; 

wherein the device registration server sends the device add permission to add 
the client as a member if the client has not been added as a member in any other hub 
network . 

46. (Currently Amended) A method of reconnecting a client to a hub network which 

includes a plurality of devices, comprising: 

detecting a client newly connected to a hub network by a server, 

wherein the server periodically polls the plurality of devices for the client; 
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authenticating and authorizing the client as a member of the hub network when it is 
determined that the client is a compliant device that operates according to rules defined 
for the hub network, and that the client is in a local environment of the server, 
wherein the compliant device enables a user to present, move, and copy content data to 
be controlled to reflect guidelines of licenses of the content data set for a licensing 
authority, and 

wherein the client sends a message to the plurality of devices on the hub network 

indicating that the client is now connected to the hub network; and 

providing licenses for the content data bound to the hub network to members of the hub 

network, 

wherein a source version of the content data is stored on the server, and copies of the 
source versions are stored on the compliant device as sub-copy versions; 
comparing a device count of members in said hub network with a member device limit: 
confirming said device count by contacting an external device registration server: 
sending a device add request to said device registration server: 
receiving a device add permission from said device registration server: 
wherein said device add request includes said device count: 

wherein the device registration server sends the device add permission to add the client 
as a member if the client has not been added as a member in any other hub network . 

59. (Canceled) 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 , 3-5, 7, 9-1 5, 1 8, 20-23, 29, 31 and 46-50 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to WILLIAM GOODCHILD whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1589. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday / 8:00 AM - 
4:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/William J Goodchild/ 
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